
ExecutiveSummaryofMinorResearchProject(2019-2020)

Minorresearchprojectentitled-“FactorsInfluencingAcademicPerformanceand
RetentionofElementaryLevelStudentsofHurdaBlock(BhilwaraDistrict)”wasconductedin
the year2019-20.Bhilwara is famous forits 'Fad Paintings'which are depictions of
traditionalstoriesonclothusingnaturallyavailablecolours.HurdaTehsilofBhilwaraDistrict
islocated72KM towardsnorthfrom DistrictheadquartersBhilwara.Hurdaisoneofthe12
TehsilsofBhilwadadistrict.InIndia,thedistrictandsub-districtstructuresaresupporting
theschoolstoachievethegoalofqualityeducationforallchildreninelementaryschools.
Themajorinterventionsinthisareafocusonissueslikeenrolmentofallchildrenofage6–
14years,specialtrainingofchildrenenrolledinageappropriateclasses,inclusiveeducation,
childrenwithspecialneeds,girls’education,teachercapacitybuilding,involvingschool
managementcommitteesinmonitoringofschoolfunctioning,students’attendance,teacher
pupilratio,teachingandlearningmaterial,classroom process,learningachievement,onsite
supporttoteachersandmonitoring.Inthesamedirection,itwasveryimportanttobringout
theunderlyingfactorswhichmaynotworkingpositivelyaswellaswhichareeffectivefor
achievingthedesiredperformanceofstudentsatElementarylevelinHurdablock.

The study mainly intended to examine the factors thatinfluence academic
performanceofelementaryschoolstudentsofHurdablockandtoestablishstrategiesof
improvingenrolmentandretentionratesofelementaryschoolstudentsofHurdablock.A
toolwasdevelopedbyprojectinvestigatorsandworkshopwasconductedforvettingthe
draftoftool.Thevariousdomainsofthetoolwerephysicalenvironmental,socio-economic,
transportation,teachers absenteeism,home orfamilyenvironment,facilities oftoilet,
drinkingwater,hygieneandsanitationforgirls,implementationofmid-daymealfacilities,
generalattitudetowardsfacilitiesofgovernmentschool,teacherssupportforacademicand
non-academicissuesandinfluencesand/orsupportfrom communitypeople,supportfrom
SMCmembers.12schoolswereidentifiedfordatacollection.Therewerethreewaysto
collectthedata.(i)researchersthemselvesinteractedwithstudents,teachersandhead/in-
chargeoftheschool(ii)datasheetsweregiventotheteachersandheadsoftheinstitution
tofillanditwascollectedanotherday(iii)studentsofprimarylevel(20to30)weremadeto
sitinaclassroom andtheyfilledthedatainpresenceofresearchteam member.

whenevermethod-1isfollowedfordatacollection,researchteam basedonthe
interactionnoteddowntheimportantpoints.Thedatasheetswerefilledby418students,
166teachersandonlyeightheadmistress/headmasters.Basedontheavailabledata,itwas
investigatedthatwheneverateacheriscompetentwithsubjectmatterandsheisregular
andaffectionate,theoutcomeisalwaysbetterandstudentslikesuchteacher.7thand8th
classstudentsofGovernmentgirlshighschool,Taswariareportedthatheadoftheirschool
isalwayscaringandactivetosolvetheirproblem althoughtheirschooldoesnothavesame
infrastructure when compared to nearby high schools ofthe area. Furtheritwas
investigatedthatstudentsofthisareahaspositiveattitudetowardsteachersandmostof
them aresatisfied with classroom activitieshowevertheyarenotsatisfied with the
feedback given after evaluation. Some of them rarely received feedback after
evaluation/examination.Manystudentsthemselvesacceptedthattheydonotuseschool
toiletandsometoiletareasarenotsuitableforgirls.Manyschoolteachershaveaccepted
thatfriendlyandcaringbehaviourofheadmistress/headmasterandsupportfrom other
staffsisastrongfactorofteacher'sregularityanddevotiontowardsschoolwork.some
teachersacceptedthattheyarenotabletoprepareanduseteachinglearningmaterials
becausetheyhaveotherworkintheschool.



Samplephotographsofdatacollectionintwodifferentschools(TaswariaandGagedaof
HurdaTehsil)

Inmostoftheschools,thebuildingandpremisesweremaintainedandstudents

were found participating activelyin cleaning (fore.g.atGSSS,Gageda,SMS,

TaswariaandGGHS,Taswariaduringdatacollection).Someoftheimportantfactors

which need to befocused upon forretention and performancefrom pupilsat

elementarylevelare the construction and maintenance ofgender-friendlyand

disabled-friendlyandchild-friendlytoilets,enrichingthelibrarywithmultiplecopyof

bookswithsittingarrangements,facilityofICTande-lerning,sufficientnumberof

sportsmaterialswithregularfittingandrepairforbothboysandgirls,regularuseof

teaching learning materials forboth science and socialstudies with regualar

planning.Itisrecommendedthatforeachclusteratleastonespecialeducatorand

oneguidancecounsellormustbe appointedwiththefacilitiesofdifferenttypesof

teachinglearningmaterials.
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